CALL FOR APPLICATIONS!  NC FCS & ECA FOUNDATION INNOVATIVE GRANTS

ECA Innovative Grants are funded through the North Carolina ECA General Fund in the North Carolina Agricultural Foundation, Inc., by the NC ECA Grants Committee
ECA INNOVATIVE GRANTS
What are innovative grants? 
· The innovative grants are awarded annually to fund projects that increase awareness of, or support, the North Carolina Extension & Community Association (NC ECA) at the club, county, district or state level
· Suggested projects include (but are not limited to) leadership development, development of marketing tools, membership recruitment, purchase of educational/programming materials, officer training or a new special event with an outcome directly associated with the NC ECA mission and/or agreement with NC State Extension
· Individual grant maximum: variable, depending on amount available each year
· Total grants maximum: variable, depending on amount available each year (awards typically range from $500-$1,000, but larger projects will be considered)
Who is eligible? 
· Any active NC ECA club, county or district level group can apply for a grant
How do ECA groups apply?

· Complete the attached NC ECA Innovative Grant Application Form 
· Applicants must obtain sign-off of their county agent or county director as requested on the form 

· Electronically submit, deliver or mail completed application form to the NC ECA and FCS Foundation 
· Susan Ayscue
· NC State University

· 512 Brickhaven Drive
· Campus Box 7645

· Raleigh, NC 27695-7645

· Susan_ayscue@ncsu.edu
· NOTE: applicants awarded a grant must wait one year after receiving a grant to apply again
When are grants awarded? 
· The Committee Chair will work with NC State CALS Advancement to determine amount available for grants in January of each year, and together they will promote the availability of grants to NC ECA.

· Applications are due to CALS Advancement NC ECA and FCS Foundation Administrative Assistant by March 31.
· The NC ECA grants committee will meet to review application and select and notify grant recipients no later than April 30.
· Grant funds will be sent to awardees following CALS Advancement procedures, before June 30. 

What are the guidelines for awarded funds?
· Funds should be used within one year of being awarded (July 1-June 30).
· Funds can supplement new or existing programming efforts.
· Recipients receiving funding must provide a report to the NCECAF per the attached NC ECA Innovative Grant Report Form once funds are expended per the grant application, but no later than July 31 following program completion.
· Failure to provide a report jeopardizes applicant’s ability to apply for future awards.
· Funds will be handled according to county financial controls.
e.g., The county ECA or county Extension Service can make the funding request to the NCECAF if the club receiving the grant does not have the appropriate transfer process or W-9 form in place to receive funds  
NC ECA Innovative Grant 
Application Form

Applications will be judged according to the criteria on the Judging Sheet/Criteria for Eligibility form. All grant recipients will be expected to provide a final report, complete with success stories and pictures using the NC ECA Innovation Grant Report Form.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name of Applicant(s): 
Group level (e.g., club, county, district, state):
Project description (including exactly how the NC ECA mission is supported, and how your project fits into our criteria to fund projects that increase awareness of, or support, NC ECA at the club, county, district or state level. Suggested projects include (but are not limited to) leadership development, development of marketing tools, membership recruitment, purchase of educational/programming materials, officer training or a new special event with an outcome directly associated with the NC ECA mission and/or agreement with NC State Extension.)
Major objectives (including partnership descriptions and definitions):

Strategies for implementation and marketing (including proposed or potential impacts):

Line item budget for project: 
Contact for application:
Mailing address:

Phone number:

Email of application contact:

County:

County Liaison Agent or County Director signature: 
_________________________________________
FOR CALS ADVANCEMENT USE ONLY:

Date received:__________________
NC ECA Innovative Grant 
Report Form

All grant recipients must provide a final report, complete with success stories and pictures. Failure to provide report jeopardizes applicant’s ability to apply for future awards. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name of Applicant(s): 

Group level (e.g., club, county, district, state):

Name of project awarded a grant:

Major objectives met (as defined on the application):

Project summary to-date (including impacts and/or accomplishments):

Contact for application:

Mailing address:

Phone number:

Email of application contact:

County:

Contact signature:

Date: 

County Liaison Agent or County Director signature:

Date: 

ECA Grants Committee Chairman signature:

Date received:

FOR CALS ADVANCEMENT USE ONLY:

Date received:__________________
NC ECA Innovative Grant
Judging Sheet/Criteria for Eligibility
Applications will be assessed based on the information provided in the grant application. Grantees will be selected in accordance with criteria stated on the grant request and according to the following merit scale of 1-5 (with 5 being outstanding).

________   * Project description 

(1-5) 
Proposal supports ECA mission and vision and fits NC FCS & ECA Foundation Innovative Grants criteria 

_________ * Objectives 

(1-5) 
Proposal provides alignment with and support for objectives and identifies partnerships

_________ * Implementation and marketing strategies

(1-5) 
Proposal provides concise strategies for implementation, defines approach for marketing the project and proposed or potential impacts

_________ *Partnership

(1-5) 
Proposal defines partnership with community groups (e.g., local schools, civic organizations, county Extension Services) 

_________ * Total score (1-20 points)

Judge’s comments

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Judge’s signature

__________________________________________________________________

FOR CALS ADVANCEMENT USE ONLY:

Date received:__________________
